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The Hosta Glade is home to over 300 varieties from the genus Hosta, also known as 

Plantain Lilies. Some popular and classic varieties include ‘Midas Touch’, ‘Praying Hands’, 

‘Baby Bunting’, and ‘Big Daddy. Some newer and unique varieties include ‘Dancing Queen’, 

‘Turtle Dove’, ‘Blue Mouse Ears’, and ‘Love Pat’. Many visitors come to the Hosta glade for a 

shady, relaxing area that feels cooler and quieter than the neighboring front gardens. The Hosta 

Glade is also home to other shade-loving landscape perennials, such as ferns, lungwort, and big 

leaf ligularia.  

The original MacMillan Hosta Glade was 

split between the West side of the Dayton 

Wildflower Garden and the current location 

between the Japanese garden and the Woodland 

Azalea Garden. The Hostas were moved to the 

Hosta Glade in 1979 when the Wildflower 

Garden’s elms were taken down due to Dutch 

Elm Disease, so the Hostas needed somewhere 

else shady.  

The MacMillan Hosta Glade became 

the official display garden of the American 

Hosta Society (AHS) in 1980, but they later 

decided to focus their efforts in other hosta 

gardens instead due to differing goals. The 

garden was redesigned with the Minnesota 

Hosta Society in 1995 to include themed 

beds, which are still mostly present today, 

besides a bed that was based on the AHS 

popularity poll. 

The Arboretum served as the international 

registration authority for Hostas from the 1960s to 

2000, meaning any new varieties developed would 

be registered through a designated person at the 

Arboretum, who was usually also a part of the AHS. 

Some of the original Hosta plants registered at the 

Arboretum are still living there today! 

Hosta variety 'Love Pat' is known for its dimpled blue leaves 
and compact form 

Hosta variety 'Praying Hands' has dark green foliage and a 
unique shape, mimicking hands cupped together in prayer 

Map of the 1995 redesigned Hosta Glade 
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by Gianna Epich, 2019 Landscape Scholar Intern

The Azalea Research Trials is a plot used to further test the hardiness of crosses created 

at the Arboretum outside of lab conditions. The area is located between the Hedge Collection 

and the Maze Garden. Many azaleas are taken out every year if their performance is inadequate 

in any of the tested characteristics, so the garden is constantly and quickly changing. Another 

goal of the Azalea research project is to develop these hardy varieties in as many colors as 

possible. 

A partial map of the Arboretum with the Azalea Research Trials in the center 

Azaleas are a deciduous flowering shrub in the genus Rhododendron. They are shade 

tolerant, but the varieties on the market were rarely hardy enough for their flower buds to survive 

Minnesota winters. The breeding project for Northern-winter hardy azaleas at the University of 

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum started in 1957, with the first released variety in 1978, the 

Northern Lights Azalea. Since then, 12 more azalea varieties have been released by the 

Arboretum under the ‘Lights’ Azalea series. Newer varieties are also bred for colorful leaves in 

fall, abundant and uniquely colored blooms, fragrance, and powdery mildew resistance.  

Breeding the azaleas involves first taking two varieties with desirable traits, such as 

hardiness and bright color, and crossing them to hopefully get offspring with a good mix. The 

azaleas are tested for hardiness in a cooler that drops temperatures at an even pace to observe 

what percentage of flower buds survive.  

‘Lilac Lights’ and 'Spicy Lights' Azaleas in full bloom (via mn_arb instagram) 

Although the Azalea Research Trials are somewhat hidden to visitors, they are a must see 

in early summer while in full bloom and in fall with their colorful foliage. 



 




